
The Family Rosary Way of Grace
Home Session: Penance & Reconciliation 3 Encountering God’s Endless Mercy

Sorrowful Mysteries: The Crucifixion of Our Lord
Parents, please read this aloud with your child(ren):
Holy Scripture: They crucified him and then divided his clothes among them by throwing dice.
Above his head they put the written notice of the accusation against him: “This is Jesus, the King of
the Jews.” Matthew 27:35,37

Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) Heavenly Father, please bless, inspire and guide our family as we
grow in our faith. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. (Sign of the Cross)

Story: When we love someone we often try to show it by giving them a gift. Sometimes we don’t
have enough money to show how much we love them, so we do something nice for them like
offering to do an extra chore. Moms and dads love this! By the sacrifice of our time and energy, we
are sharing our love. In the final Sorrowful Mystery of the Rosary, we meditate on Jesus’ ultimate
sacrifice and the greatest gift of love to us.

When we sin, we offend God, who is eternal and worthy of all of our love. There is no way that we,
on our own, could ever make up for these times we turn away from God. So, God found a way!
Jesus, who is fully human and fully God, chose to pay the ultimate price for our sins so that we
would not be punished for our bad choices and instead we could live forever with him in heaven.
God is totally just and totally merciful! As he died on the cross he gave the greatest thing anyone
could ever give - the gift of his very life! And we receive the greatest thing anyone could ever
receive - the gift of eternal life!

As we receive this amazing gift from the King of Kings we begin to realize that we are called to live
differently because of it. Jesus shows us how we are to live. Jesus shows us how to live IN GOD’S
LOVE. To live IN God’s love is to allow God to love us, to love God in return, and to love ourselves
and others as God loves us. This sounds easy enough. Unfortunately, most of us do not live in
God’s love perfectly. And this hurts our relationship with God, others, and our family, the Church.
Thank God for the gift of mercy we are offered through Jesus’ death and resurrection! We are so
blessed to have a God who asks us to try our best and when we mess up, to simply ask for
forgiveness and receive his amazing mercy! The gift of the sacrament of Penance and
Reconciliation helps us to experience the merciful love of God and to have the strength to live in
God’s love more fully each day. This gift sets us free to live amazing lives.

Biblical/Holy Person: As Catholic Christians, we are blessed to have relatives and role models
we call Saints. Although we trust they are in heaven praying with, and for us, we know they weren’t
always perfect. Even though Saint Peter, our first pope, loved Jesus and promised to always follow
him, when things were scary, he ran away. When Jesus was taken prisoner Peter denied even
knowing him. After his death and resurrection, Jesus poured out his mercy on Peter, forgave him,
continued to call him to lead the Church, and even blessed Peter with the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Discussion/Reflection:
Everyone: How have you experienced forgiveness & mercy, from God or others, in your life?

Response: The next time you are at church as a family, find and meditate on, the stations of the
cross. Here is a simple guide to help with your family's time of prayer.

Family Prayer this Week: As a family, please pray the Our Father, the Hail Mary, and a Glory Be
every day this week. Also, on the day your family chooses, please pray 1 decade of the Rosary,
meditating on (thinking about) this week’s mystery: 1 Our Father, 10 Hail Marys, 1 Glory Be, & 1
Fatima (Oh my Jesus) Prayer. Click here for help with prayers.
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/27?35=#48027031
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/stations-of-the-cross/multimedia-stations-of-the-cross-for-children/
https://rosarycenter.org/prayers-of-the-rosary
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