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“Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the 
earth?” Jesus asks in Gospel. His answer is startling: “No, I 
tell you, [I have come for] division.” Division?

It is true. Christ the Divider strikes at the root of all 
human relationships. “From now on a household . . . will 
be divided” in deep and two-sided fashion: father against 
son and son against father; mother against daughter 
and daughter against mother. “From now on” family 
members will have to choose either to follow Jesus or leave 
Him behind.

Even in the Holy Family, we see the 
seeds of this divisive tension. “Son, why 
have you treated us so?” His Mother 
exclaimed in the Temple. “Behold, 
your father and I have been looking 
for you anxiously.” Jesus healed Joseph 
and Mary’s pain by going home with 
them and living in obedience to them. 
Outside the family, however, the breach 
widened rapidly when Mary’s Son came 
of age. Furious over Jesus’ preaching 
in the synagogue, His neighbors in 
Nazareth “drove Him out of the town . . . 
to the brow of the hill . . . to hurl Him 
down headlong.” 

From this divisive dimension of divine friendship, Jesus 
does not shield His disciples. Rather, He shares His 
human life entire with us, including the division His 
coming provoked among men, even within the household 
of the Faith. If the Church He founded to manifest His 
holiness all too often seems more scandalous than saintly, 
we should not be surprised: He came for division.

At a socially divisive moment in His own life, Jesus left 
us just the question we need to remember when hostile 
distances open up within the household of faith. Upon 
hearing Him speak of His flesh as food and His blood as 
drink, many disciples “drew back and no longer walked 
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with him.” He looked at His Apostles and asked, “Will 
you also go away?”—that is to say, “Will you also divide 
yourselves from Me?”

“Lord, to whom shall we go?” Peter answered for the 
Church then and now. Notice that he said “we,” not “I”. 
The plural is significant: we are not isolated individuals 
when we question God’s mysterious purposes as Job did; 
nor are we the first to be tempted to “go away” from the 
Bread of Life. The soul-stretching struggle to believe in 

Jesus Christ has persisted through 
2,000 years of seeking and finding, of 
knocking and opening, of asking and 
receiving. Down the centuries a “great 
cloud of witnesses” has never ceased 
to echo Peter’s confession even unto 
death: “Lord, you have the words of 
eternal life.”

Notable among them is the Samaritan 
woman at the well. Suspicious and 
defensive at first, she was not slow to 
protest when she met Jesus beneath 
the hot midday sun. But the respect 
she heard in His gently inquiring voice 
and the patience she saw in His gently 
replying gaze sparked a life-changing 
insight:  the “dividing wall of hostility” 

was not so much between the two of them as within 
herself. Deep in her heart she had built up a barrier of 
defiance that refused to admit God’s acceptance of her. 
Jesus’ irresistible mercy broke it down. His pardon and 
peace put an end to division.

Then and there the woman ceased putting God to the test 
and let Him put her to the test. She walked away from 
division and left her water jar behind. Empty now of her 
insistence that God meet her expectations of Him, she 
now set her face to meet His expectations of her. Back in 
the village there was no mistaking the joy of her return. 
The One Who came for division had led her to peace.



The following ordinations did not receive recognition in 
August and September. Nevertheless, we wish to honor 
them in this issue.

Reverend Ronald Maag, Retired ...............August 14, 1978
Reverend M. Joseph Kumar Udagandla
St. Mary, Pendleton ......................................August 22, 1994
Reverend Saul Alba-Infante, California ..August 21, 2002
Reverend Thomas D’Souza 
St. Katherine, Enterprise ..........................September 5, 2009
Most Reverend Liam Cary 
Ordained to Priesthood ............................September 5, 1992
Reverend Joseph Levine
Holy Family, Burns .................................September 14, 2010
We are most grateful for the years of service of all our 
priests and bishop. Please keep them in your daily prayers.

Priestly Ordination 
Anniversaries

“¿Piensan que he venido a establecer la paz en la 
tierra?” Jesús pregunta en el Evangelio. Su respuesta es 
sorprendente: “No, les digo, [he venido para] la división”. 
¿División?

Es verdad. Cristo el Divisor ataca la raíz de todas las 
relaciones humanas. “De ahora en adelante en un hogar 
. . . estarán divididos” de manera profunda y abmos lados: 
el padre contra el hijo y el hijo contra el padre; la madre 
contra la hija y la hija contra la madre. “De ahora en 
adelante” los miembros de la familia tendrán que elegir 
entre seguir a Jesús o dejarlo atrás.

Incluso en la Sagrada Familia, vemos las semillas de esta 
tensión divisoria. “Hijo, ¿por qué nos has tratado así?” 
Su Madre exclamó en el Templo. “He aquí, tu padre y yo 
te hemos estado buscando ansiosamente”. Jesús sanó el 
dolor de José y María yendo a casa con ellos y viviendo 
en obediencia a ellos. Sin embargo, fuera de la familia, la 
brecha se amplió rápidamente cuando el Hijo de María 
alcanzó la mayoría de edad. Furiosos por la predicación 
de Jesús en la sinagoga, sus vecinos en Nazaret “lo echaron 
de la ciudad . . . a la cumbre del monte . . . para arrojarlo 
abajo desde allí”.

De esta dimensión divisiva de la amistad divina, Jesús no 
protege a sus discípulos. Más bien, Él comparte Su vida 
humana entera con nosotros, incluyendo la división que 
Su venida provocó entre los hombres, incluso dentro de 
la casa de la Fe. Si la Iglesia que Él fundó para manifestar 
Su santidad parece con demasiada frecuencia más 
escandalosa que santa, no deberíamos sorprendernos: Él 
vino para la división.

En un momento socialmente divisivo de su propia vida, 
Jesús nos dejó la pregunta que debemos recordar cuando 
se abren distancias hostiles dentro de la familia de la 
fe. Al escucharlo hablar de Su carne como comida y Su 
sangre como bebida, muchos discípulos “se apartaron y 
ya no andaban con él”. Miró a Sus Apóstoles y preguntó: 
“¿También ustedes quieren irse?”, es decir, “¿También 
ustedes se dividen de Mí?”.

“Señor, ¿a quién iremos?” Pedro respondió por la Iglesia 
entonces y ahora. Noten que él dijo “nosotros”, no “yo”. 
El plural es significativo: no somos individuos aislados 
cuando cuestionamos los propósitos misteriosos de Dios 
como lo hizo Job; ni somos los primeros en ser tentados 
a “irnos” del Pan de Vida. La lucha desgarradora del alma 
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para creer en Jesucristo ha persistido a lo largo de 2000 
años de búsqueda y hallazgo, de tocar y abrir, de pedir y 
recibir. A lo largo de los siglos, una “gran nube de testigos” 
nunca ha dejado de hacerse eco de la confesión de Pedro 
hasta la muerte: “Señor, Tú tienes palabras de vida eterna”.

Notable entre ellos es la mujer samaritana al pozo. 
Sospechosa y defensiva al principio, no tardó en protestar 
cuando conoció a Jesús bajo el ardiente sol del mediodía. 
Pero el respeto que escuchó en Su voz  inquisitiva y la 
paciencia que vio en Su  mirada responsiva provocaron 
una percepción que le cambió la vida: el “muro divisorio 
de la hostilidad” no estaba tanto entre ellos dos como 
dentro de ella misma. En lo profundo de su corazón había 
construido una barrera de desafío que se negaba a admitir 
que Dios la aceptaba. La misericordia irresistible de Jesús 
lo rompió. Su perdón y paz pusieron fin a la división.

En ese momento la mujer cesó de poner a prueba a Dios 
y dejó que Él la pusiera a prueba a ella. Se alejó de la 
división y dejó atrás su cántaro de agua. Vacía ahora de 
su insistencia en que Dios cumpliera con sus expectativas 
de Él, ella ahora fijó su rostro para cumplir con las 
expectativas divinas de ella. De vuelta en el pueblo, no 
había duda de la alegría de su regreso. Aquel que vino para 
la división la había llevado a la paz.



The Diocese of Baker’s 2022 Catechetical Symposium: 
Refreshed for Mission, hosted by Bishop Cary, was attended 
by 72 parents, catechists, and catechetical leaders. The three-
day event, August 5-7, 2022, focused on helping attendees 
prepare for a new catechetical year. The presentations, 
personal witness stories, and accompanying Scripture and 
images helped those present explore three questions: how 
can we create parishes of welcoming and belonging? How can 
we better accompany those we are discipling in Christ? How 
can we better work together to proclaim and serve? All the 
Symposium’s content was accessible in both English and 
Spanish. Through the dedication and hard work of Jessica 
Millar-Sanchez, Angelica Corona, Juan Garcia, Mary Lucy 
Casasola, and Rocio Martinez, presentations, discussions 
and videos were offered in both English and Spanish. 
This allowed all attendees to stay together for the majority 
of the weekend.

Bishop Liam Cary gave the opening keynote, as well as the final 
remarks. He also led a break-out session in Spanish, heard 
confessions, and celebrated the final Mass. Many attendees 
appreciated the great wealth of local speakers included in this 
year’s event: Fr. Jose Mudakodiyil (Bend), Janet Deppmeier 
(Bend), a recorded conversation with Cynthia Norton and 
Jill Myatt (Baker City), Angelica Corona (Ontario), Vincent 
and Maria Trevino (Hermiston), Paul Chutikorn (Klamath 
Falls), as well as the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 
Team, Bryce Herrmann and Marie Becker.

2022 Symposium: Refreshed for Mission

Several break-out sessions provided opportunities for 
group sharing about what had been heard, a few personal 
faith stories, and many best practices. The break-outs were 
available in Spanish or English. The variety of parishes 
represented at the Symposium allowed for great conversation 
and sharing of experiences.

Keeping with the theme of Refreshed for Mission, prayer was 
an important part of the Symposium. The event began on 
Friday evening with the Liturgy of the Hours, which were 
also prayed Saturday evening and Sunday morning. Fr. 
Victor Mena (Madras) celebrated the Saturday morning 
Mass, and his homily, focusing on not telling God what we 
need or want as much as we listen to what He wants us to 
hear, inspired many attendees. Fr. Victor also led a time of 
Adoration, which included opportunity for confessions. 
Several attendees also gathered around a modest fire at the 
fire pit to pray the Rosary in English and Spanish.

Bishop Cary celebrated the closing Mass on Sunday. Members 
of the Milton-Freewater choir led music which beautifully 
complemented the celebration. Right after the closing prayer, 
Bishop blessed small bottles of Holy Water for attendees to 
take home, and he commissioned all the parents, catechists, 
and catechetical leaders, now Refreshed for Mission, to share 
messages of welcoming, accompaniment, and mission with 
their families and parishes!

Submitted by Lucas Stearns,
Summer Camp & Event Assistant



Bishop Cary’s Schedule
October 9-14

Clergy Assembly, Retreat Center

SAVE THE DATES
Young
Women’s
Retreat

The Annual St. Francis Christmas Faire is back! 
• Vendors will offer a wide variety of handcrafted items
• Face painting and a $1 Kids’ Store will keep the kids busy
• Purchase your favorite baked goodies
• Join raffles for a Visa Gift card, gas cards, 

and grocery cards
Three choirs will get us all in the Christmas spirit and you 
will want to grab chili, hot dogs, salad, tamales, and take 
home a festive centerpiece for your holiday decorations.

All proceeds will go toward air conditioning in the 
Historic Church!

Join us for a wonderful evening and delicious authentic German meal, 
with all the trimmings. Then sit back and relax while our guest speaker, 
Keith Nester, former Protestant pastor from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, delivers 
an inspiring message, in a high-energy style, about what it was like for a 
convert to enter the Catholic Church.   

Tickets are $15, which includes all you can eat, beverages, 
and the speaker. Get your tickets by November 1st after 
Masses at St. Thomas on October 15-16, 22-23, and 29-
30, or through the parish office. Tickets go fast so get yours 
soon for a great evening of food, fun and faith - and maybe 
you will even be the lucky winner of our 50/50 raffle!

Saturday Night Live
Catholic-S

tyle!Catholic-S
tyle!November 

5th, 2022
following the 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
St. Thomas Parish Center, Redmond

Christmas
Faire 2022

November 5, 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
St. Francis of Assisi - Bend

Jesus is calling you to Reflect the Heart of God!
Your attendance will be a gift to God, yourself, 

and all the women attending. Invite a friend!
Registrations now available at

www.piusxkf.com  or call
Mary Lou Kranenburg @  (541) 281-8948

October 14-15, 2022
St. Pius X, Klamath Falls


