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The History of our Cathedral, 1950 - 1971 • Part I

Bishop Francis Peter Leipzig 
became the third Bishop of 
the Baker Diocese and was 
consecrated on September 12, 
1950. He served until 1971 
during a time of unprecedented 
growth and expansion within 
the Catholic Church (1950-
1965) which was also a time of 
turmoil and confusion which 
followed the Second Vatican 
Council (1965-1970).

But Bishop Leipzig was 
interested not only in the 
religious growth of the parish, but also in social affairs. 
His episcopate became distinguished as a period of 
construction of physical plants throughout the Diocese. 
Just in the first 10 years (1950-1960) he promoted and 
arranged financing for 30 new churches, 13 of them 
in parishes with resident pastors and 17 in mission 
towns; 11 new rectories; 19 parish enters, including 
parish halls, gymnasiums, classrooms and auditoriums, 
besides a new Chancery Office here in Baker City for 
Diocesan Administration. St. Francis de Sales benefited 
especially because he took personal interest to build a 
new gymnasium for the Cathedral parish. The athletic 
teams of St Francis Academy had always been orphans, 
dependent upon rented facilities around Baker for 
their “home” games. The contract was let to Riverman 
and Sons and they began working during the summer 
of 1951. The construction was completed in May and 
dedicated by Bishop Leipzig on May 22, 1952.

continued on next page >>

Bishop Francis P. 
Leipzig, Builder 
1950-1971

St. Francis de Sales Cathedral, October 1958

As we continue our journey of the History of 
the Cathedral, which was last visited in the 
January 26, 2020, Diocesan Chronicle, we 
continue Fr. Julian Cassar’s narrative on the 
legacy of Bishop Francis P. Leipzig.

If you would like to read the 
narratives from the beginning, please 
visit the Diocesan website with 
the January 13, 2019, Issue of the 
Chronicle:

https://dioceseofbaker.org/diocesan-chronicle

Bishop Francis P. Leipzig, 1953



The History of our Cathedral, continued

On April 7, 1953, a Pontifical Mass was celebrated to 
commemorate the Golden Jubilee of our Diocese and 
Mass was attended by 4 archbishops, 14 bishops, 3 
abbots, 7 Monsignors and more than 200 priests. At this 
time, concelebration was not allowed, but the Mass was 
broadcast by radio to ten cities throughout the Diocese, 
while a special choir, selected from the four Catholic 
High Schools of the Diocese sang at the Mass. The Jubilee 
year was notable for the first ever evening Mass in the 
history of the Diocese (other than Christmas Masses.)

On February 6, 1953, Mrs. Anna Grant, the widow of 
Thomas Grant, the contractor who built the Cathedral, 
received the Papal honor “Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice” 
medal.

In September 1954, two new missions in our Cathedral 
parish were dedicated, St. Winifred in Halfway and St. 
William in Richland, both constructed by the Rivermans. 
Halfway’s church was changed to St. Therese later, but 
services at Richland were discontinued and the church 
was sold. Both churches look exactly the same, and the 
one in Richland is still being kept in perfect condition by 
its residents, who are proud to know that their home was 
originally a church.

St. Therese Mission Church in Halfway (photos at right) 
is still being used every week as the pastor travels the 108 
round-trip miles to minister to the few families living in 
the most Eastern part of Oregon. A similar church was 
built in Richland but was closed down in later years.

St. Joseph’s Mission Church in Unity 
(photo at right), on the day of its 
dedication, and which was served by the 
priests of Baker City from 1956 until 
2007, when it passed to the jurisdiction 
of the parish in Vale.

On October 19, 1955, the First Synod 
of the Baker Diocese was convened and 
started with a Mass in the Cathedral. 
The third mission church of the 
Cathedral was built in the town of 
Unity, a community of agricultural and 
lumbering laborers. A small church 
was built close to Unity Lake on the 
property of John Rouse and dedicated in 
honor of St Joseph by Bishop Leipzig on 
May 13, 1956. This too was a Riverman 
church, financed in part by the Catholic 
Extension Society. Before the church was 
built, Mass used to be said at the home 
of George and Joanne Hardy, who are 

still active in that church, even though it is no longer a 
part of the Baker City parish.  It was passed on to the Vale 
parish in June 2007, and the priest there ministers to the 
handful of parishioners that still attend Mass. A trailer 
was brought in next to the Church in the 1980s and is 
used regularly for fellowship after each Mass.

St. Therese Mission Church (Halfway, OR), exterior

St. Therese Mission Church (Halfway, OR), interior



At the same time, in the mid-50s, another Mission 
Church was built in North Powder, to replace the older 
one that needed replacement. The Vigil Mass is always 
celebrated in St Anthony’s Mission in North Powder on 
Saturday evening.

Below is the present church of North Powder, outside and 
inside, which also has an adjacent small room that serves 
ideally for after-Mass fellowship and Religious Education 
classes. This church is very similar to the many churches 
built at the same time in the Diocese.

Dedication of St. Joseph’s Mission Church (Unity, OR), May 13, 1956

Although his drive to provide fitting places of worship 
for the parishes and missions was on course, Bishop 
Leipzig felt that his Cathedral should be the crown jewel 
of all churches in the Diocese, but it did not measure 
up to that lofty status. So, he met with the pastors of the 
Diocese in Baker City on December 3, 1957. . . .

In the next Issue we will continue with the second 
renovation of the Cathedral.

The second renovation takes place

St. Therese Mission Church (Halfway, OR), exterior

St. Therese Mission Church (Halfway, OR), interior
St. Anthony Catholic Church (North Powder, OR), exterior

St. Anthony Catholic Church (North Powder, OR), interior



November 11 Veterans Day is a day we thank all 
those who have served in the Armed Forces both in 
war and peace. In honor of all our veterans the flags 
of the Armed Forces were flown on the front steps of 
the Cathedral for the week of November 7th to the 
14th. Along with the Armed Forces flags the MIA 
flag was also flown, this flag has a special connection 
to our parish. 

Michael Hoff who was born in Baker City, a member 
of the St. Francis de Sales parish and former student 
of St. Francis Academy was shot down over Laos in 
1970 and was never found. His wife, Mary, noting 
there were banners honoring those serving and 
those who were killed while serving, but nothing 
honoring those who were missing, contacted a 
banner company and designed a one honoring 
those who were missing. That banner then became 
the MIA flag that we fly today honoring those who 
never came home.

Veteran’s Day Remembered at the Cathedral
Submitted by Ann Kniesel, DRE,
St. Francis de Sales Cathedral

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
¡Feliz Navidad y Próspero Año Nuevo!

from Bishop Liam Cary
& the Diocesan Staff...

Bishop Cary’s Schedule January 3-7
All Week Mt. Angel Guest House, Region 13 Bishop’s Retreat


