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THE CHRISM MASS 
 St. Francis de Sales Cathedral, Baker City  

 

On July 15th, Bishop Cary 
and the clergy will celebrate the 
long-awaited Chrism Mass when 
almost all the priests of the 
Diocese travel to the Cathedral 
in Baker City to participate. 
Some have made many trips for 
this Mass over the years and for 
some this will be their first time 
in the Cathedral.  

Each year the Chrism Mass 
beautifully expresses Christ’s gift 
of priesthood to his Church. As high priest of the flock he is 
appointed to shepherd, the Bishop gathers with his priests 
in the Cathedral to renew their priestly promises and to 
bless the Holy Oils they will use in conferring the 
sacraments   after Easter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Pope celebrates the Chrism Mass in Rome on the 
morning of Holy Thursday, the day the priesthood was 
instituted at the Last Supper. Normally, we have the 
Chrism Mass a week earlier here because most priests are too 
busy during Holy Week to make the long journey to the 
Cathedral in Baker City. But this year, the Chrism Mass had 
to be postponed due to the unexpected outbreak of the 
Coronavirus in March.  

During the Chrism Mass, after the homily, all the 
priests stand and renew their vows of priesthood. This 
ceremony, while simple and short, is of great importance. 

They once again commit themselves to service of the 
Church and to the Bishop. It also shows a solidarity of the 
priest to the Church, their Bishop, and to each other. And it 
is at the Chrism Mass that certain priests are recognized for 
their years of service to the priesthood.  

This year 13 priests and deacons will be honored. 
Reverend Raymond Hopp for his 55 years of priestly 
service. Reverend Camillus Fermando for his 40 years of 
service. Father Ildefonce Mapara, Father Thomas 
Puduppulliparamban, Reverend Mr. Jésus Esparza, 
Reverend Mr. Ireneo Ledezma, Reverend Mr. Daniel 
Martinez, Reverend Mr. Gustavo Ruiz, and Reverend Mr. 
Omar Torres for their 20 years of service. Very Reverend 
Charles Nnabuife and Reverend Saji Kumbungal Thomas 
for 15 years of service. And Reverend Joseph Levine for his 
10 years of service.  Congratulations to all!  

Bishop Cary invites you to attend the Chrism Mass via 
Live-Stream on the diocesan website on July 15 at 11:00 a.m. 
With social distancing and limited space, we can all enjoy the 
Mass from home and watch our local priests renew their 
vows of priesthood. 

 Through the generous donations of parishioners 
throughout the Diocese of Baker to the Cathedral 
Conservation Collection, we were able to purchase the 
equipment and make the necessary provisions at the Cathedral 
to make this and future special events at the Cathedral 
available to all. 



 

Thoughts Along The Way 
  

Bishop Liam Cary  
 

On Either Side of Easter 
 

  The Church’s liturgy bookends the Easter Mystery 
with two great feasts of the Holy Eucharist. Holy Thursday 
foreshadows the Resurrection; Corpus Christi follows in its 
afterglow. The night of the Lord’s Supper takes us back to 
what Jesus does; on Corpus Christi we contemplate Who   
Jesus is. 
 What Jesus did the night before He died was offer the 
Sacrifice of the Mass that would be “finished” the next day 
on the Cross. In the Upper Room at table with His 
Apostles, the Scriptures present Jesus as the Giver of the 
Gift of His Body and Blood. “This is Mine. Take and eat. 
Take and drink. Do this in memory of Me.”  
 Corpus Christi reverses the focus as we gaze in grateful 
adoration upon the Gift Jesus is for us in the Sacrament of 
the Altar. 
 The Sacrament comes from the Sacrifice and brings us 
the Real Presence of Christ. “I am really here for you,” He 
assures us. “This is My Body. This is My Blood. My loving 
presence is My Gift to you.” 
 Real Presence brings real change—we call it 
Transubstantiation.  In the beginning the Creator had only 
to say the word (“Let there be light”); and out of nothing 
things that didn’t exist suddenly came to be.  At the Mass   
of the New Creation the God-Man speaks the words of 
consecration, and something that already exists (bread) 
becomes something it wasn’t before (His Body).  
 From the liturgical placement of these two feasts on 
either side of Easter we learn an essential life-lesson of 
Christian faith: Don’t separate the Sacrament from the 
Sacrifice and don’t separate the Sacrifice from the 
Sacrament. Live Holy Thursday and Corpus Christi 
together. Like the Breaker of the Bread in the Upper Room, 
live in sacrificial love; give your life away that others may 
live. Like the Bread of Life, be a visible sign of the real 
presence of invisible grace that brings about real change in 
the soul  and invites others to “take and eat” too.    

 

Pensamientos A Lo Largo Del Camino 
  

Obispo Liam Cary 
 

En Ambos Lados de la Pascua 
 

 La liturgia de la Iglesia encierra el Misterio Pascual con 
dos grandes fiestas de la Sagrada Eucaristía. El Jueves Santo 
presagia la resurrección; Corpus Christi sigue en su 
resplandor. La noche de la Cena del Señor nos lleva de 
vuelta a lo que hace Jesús; en Corpus Christi contemplamos 
quién es Jesús.  
 Lo que Jesús hizo en la noche antes de morir fue ofrecer 
el Sacrificio de la Misa que estara “cumplido” el siguiente día 
en la Cruz. En la Ultima Cena con Sus Apóstoles, las 
Escrituras presentan a Jesús como el Dador del don de Su 
Cuerpo y Sangre. “Esto es Mi Cuerpo. Esta es Mi Sangre. 
Tomen y coman. Tomen y beban.” 
  Corpus Christi invierte el enfoque mientras 
contemplamos en agradecida adoración sobre el Don que 
Jesús es para nosotros en el Sacramento del Altar. 
  El Sacramento viene del Sacrificio de Cristo y nos trae 
la Presencia Real de Cristo. “Estoy realmente aquí para 
ustedes”, nos asegura. “Mi presencia amorosa es Mi Don 
para ustedes”. 
 La Presencia real trae un cambio real--lo llamamos la 
Transubstanciacion. En el comienzo el Creador solo tuvo 
que decir la palabra (“Que haya luz”); y de la nada de 
repente surgieron cosas que no existían antes. En la Misa     
de la Nueva Creación el Dios-Hombre dice las palabras de 
consagración, y algo que ya existe (pan) se convierte en algo 
que no era antes (Su Cuerpo). 
  De la colocación litúrgica de estas dos fiestas en ambos 
lados de la Pascua, aprendemos una lección esencial de la fe 
Cristiana: No separes el Sacramento del Sacrificio y no 
separes el Sacrificio del Sacramento. Vive el Jueves Santo y 
Corpus Christi juntos. Al igual que el Partidor del Pan en la 
Ultima Cena, vive con amor sacrificial; da tu vida para que 
otros puedan vivir. Al igual que el Pan de Vida, se un signo 
visible de la presencia real de la gracia invisible que produce 
un cambio real en tu alma. Asi tu vida sacramental invita      
a otros a “tomar y comer” también. 

Priestly Ordination Anniversaries in July
Rev. Dennis Homes, Retired    July 01, 1972  

 Rev. Christie Tissera, John Day  July 22, 1989 
 Rev. Camillus Fernando, Vale  July 12, 1980  
 Rev. Francis Obijekwu, Merrill  July 22, 2006 

  

We are most grateful for the years of service of all our priests 
and bishop. Please keep them in your daily prayers. 

New Clergy Assignment 
 Very Reverend Rick Fischer, V.G., will become the 
administrator of St. Alphonsus in Dufur, St. Mary in 
Wasco, and St. John the Baptist in Grass Valley effective 
July 2, 2020. 
 We wish to thank Fr. Fabian Nwokorie for his 14    
years of service to the Diocese of Baker. We wish him 
Godspeed as he begins his new assignment in the Diocese of 
Santa Rosa. 



 
Catholic Family Camp 

Catholic Families coming together,  

having fun, and celebrating what it  

means to be families alive in Christ! 
 

July 11-14, 2020 
 

Family outing adventures, prayer, water slide,      
learning, games, serving, crafts, men’s &  
women’s sessions, campfire & s’more! 

  
Covid19 safety measures will be in place.  

 
Food, Supplies & Facility: $150 per family  
Your Choice of Housing: 
       Tent space: $10/night 
       or RV pad (Water & Electric): $25/night 
       or Cabin for the whole family: $50/night  

 
Register Here: dioceseofbaker.org/family-camp 
 

More Info: Contact Bryce Herrmann  
     bryce@dioceseofbaker.org - 541.388.4004 

  

     
 

 

dioceseofbaker.org/cvrc 

http://www.dioceseofbaker.org/family-camp
mailto:bryce@dioceseofbaker.org
about:blank
https://www.dioceseofbaker.org/cvrc


  

 This year, 19 candidates received 
their First Holy Communion at St. 
Bridget Church in Nyssa. To allow for 
social distancing, Father Anish and     
the teachers scheduled and prepared 

the candidates and their families for particular Masses 
over a three weekend period. Congratulations to all!                      

    Submitted by Mary Clark 

Blessed Sacrament continues its efforts  
to feed the hungry, as social distancing  

is mandated by our state.  
 The generous hearts of Blessed Sacrament parishioners 
continue to support the parish's food bank with time, talent 
and treasure. They provide this most needed service to their 
community by making the food bank operate as “take and 
go”. Weekly, volunteers put together 25-30 food boxed 
with basic food needs. Families are very appreciative because 
Blessed Sacrament Food Bank is one of very few that 
continue to operate under this crisis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Much appreciation for the volunteers who donate food 
and funds, who make the shopping runs, who put the bags 
together, and who expose themselves to distribute the food 
every Tuesday. God bless you abundantly! 
 Blessed Sacrament parishioners also came forward to 
donate masks in a time when the stores were sold out. The 
masks were distributed for free at the Food Bank and the 
entrance of the church.                        Submitted by Angelica Corona 

Security at the Cathedral gets an Upgrade 
 

 The security at St. Francis de 
Sales Cathedral in Baker City   has 
been recently upgraded to include 
security cameras in the stairwells 
and various areas around the 
church. Doorbells have been 
installed at the rectory and office as 
well as metal work    at the glass 
doors which now match the leaded 
glass windows.  Thank you 
Don Tholen for your work on this 
project.   

Catholic Daughters of Americas Meet  
after a Three Month Lapse 

 Court Klamath #1295, 
met at Sacred Heart Church 
in Klamath Falls for the first 
time in three months. Those 
who attended brought 88 lbs. 
of food for the Klamath-Lake 
Counties Food Bank, which 
has seen a 70% increase in 
need this April over 2019 due 
to the pandemic. Members brought their own lunches,     
sat six feet apart, and practiced extra sanitation precautions 
to keep each other safe.  It was a blessing to be together 
again.           Submitted by Lynne Butterworth 

St. Bridget of Kildare Celebrates the Sacrament of First Holy Communion 



Parish News from St. Patrick and St. William 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Submitted by Jeri McElligott 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 St. William Parish in Ione began celebrating Sunday 
Mass twice a week with limited attendance and 
recommended masks along with the rest of the Diocese the 
weekend of  June 13 and 14. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 After each weekend Mass, 
parishioners from St. Patrick’s   
in Heppner and St. William’s    
in Ione joined Fr. Thankachan 
Joseph at the cemetery to honor 
Fr. Gerry Condon’s 65th 
Ordination Anniversary, which 
was Friday, June 12th. Fr. 
Condon passed away March 7th 
of this year.  
      Fr. Joseph also acknowledged 
and prayed for the lives lost due 
to the Heppner flood of   June 14, 1903. 

  
 Karen Holland of St. William 
parish in Ione received her First Holy 
Communion and was Confirmed by 
Fr. Joseph at a special evening Mass on 
June 15th. Maureen McElligott, her 
RCIA instructor, was her sponsor.  

 

Congratulations Karen! 
Maureen McElligott, Father Joseph,  

Karen and Dale Holland 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Evelyn Grace McElligott, daughter of Mark and 
Cydney McElligott, was baptized at St. William’s in Ione 
on Friday, June 26. Evelyn’s godparents, Nikki and Seth 
O’Connell, were unable to attend, so her grandparents,   
Joe and Jeri McElligott, stood in as proxies.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Cydney McElligott received her First Holy 
Communion and was Confirmed by Fr. Thankachan 
Joseph at a special Mass at  St. William’s in Ione June 25. 
Cydney’s Confirmation sponsor was Tammy Parkins.   

  

Congratulations Cydney! 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Submitted by Sena Raschio 

St. Pius X in Klamath Falls Celebrates the Class of 2020 
 

  Congratulations to our High School 
Students Class of 2020! We are tremendously 
proud of all that you have accomplished and 
look forward to how you will change the world! 
  The year 2020 will go down in our history 
books as one of the most trying years in the 
history of not only our nation but the world! 
  All the changes made it quite challenging, 
but you persevered and graduated.  

 
Your parish family is proud of you.  

  May God Bless each and every one of you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Submitted by Julie Kraan, Office Manager, St. Pius X 

From left to right: Annie Kugler, Claire Lowry, Andrea Malakar, Zachary Duran,  
Jeffery Dupuis, Charlie Baker and Isabella Hartz (not pictured) 

Congratulations to Claire Lowry  
Recipient of CDA Scholarship 

   

 The Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court #2335 
at St. Pius X, is pleased to announce their 2020 high school 
graduate scholarship recipient. Claire Lowry will be 
receiving a $1,500 award to further her education. She is an 
amazing young woman with many accolades and 
accomplishments throughout her high school years. She has 
faithfully given of her time and talent at St. Pius X as an altar 
server for many years usually at the Saturday Vigil Mass.  

 Clair intends on continuing her education at Oregon 
Institute of Technology before continuing to Oregon State 
University. She is particularly interested in agriculture and 
writing and plans on combining the two for her future 
career.  
 Normally, Catholic Daughters budgets $1,000 for their 
scholarship to a high school graduate but this year they were 
able to increase the amount to $1,500 due to the generous 
anonymous $500 donation from a couple at St. Pius. 
 Congratulations to Claire and know that our prayers 
and good wishes are with you for your future education! 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Families Celebrate Confirmation & First Holy Communion 

 On Pentecost Sunday, May 
31st, Vincent Raschio received 
the gift of the Holy Spirit in 
Confirmation.  
  

 Vincent is pictured far left with his 
parents and then with family and sponsors.  
 

Congratulations Vincent! 

 On June 14, the Feast of the 
Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ, Allison Fansler received 
the sacrament of First Holy 
Communion.     

 Allison is pictured right with her family 
and far right with her family and sponsors.  
 

Congratulations Allison! 


