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T H E  
News of the Diocese of Baker 

“SPEAK LIFE” EVENT HELD IN BEND 
 St. Francis of Assisi Parish was honored to host a 
special pro-life event on Monday, May 21st, when they 
welcomed nationally recognized speaker, Gianna Jessen, to 
speak. The event was sponsored by Oregon Life United, a 
pro-life organization which aims to get an initiative to 
prohibit state tax money to fund abortions in Oregon on 
the November ballot.   

 Pastor, Father Jose 
Mudakodiyil, opened the 
event with a prayer followed 
by two speakers: Deborah 
Tilden, who shared her life’s 
journey after her own 
abortion experience and her 
pro-life activism and 
counseling thereafter; and 
Leanne Woods, Pregnancy 

Resource Center’s Advancement Specialist, who, through 
a spirit-filled talk, told us about the mission and services 
available at the PRC’s throughout Central Oregon.     

Gianna Jessen, featured speaker, told the audience 
(which filled the church) that during an unsuccessful 
abortion attempt, and before the abortionist had arrived   
at the center, she survived, as an infant, a saline abortion. 
She was two months premature and weighed just two     
and a half pounds. Gianna spent her first two months in 
the hospital, and then entered foster care where she 
experienced a series of homes with varying degrees of care, 
from neglect to a loving home and adoptive parents. She 
deals daily with cerebal palsy due to the nature of her 
delivery. 

Her prognosis was never to have a normal life, or even 
be able to talk, but during the event, she was inspired by 
our beautiful church to sing “Give Me Jesus” surprising 
most of the audience with her professional-quality voice. 
She shared her spirit-filled, Jesus-centered journey from an 
infant who was a ward of the state and for whom the 
expectations of achievement were extremely low, to a 
woman who has run marathons and plans to climb 
mountains next! 

Mother Teresa has said of Gianna, “God is using 
Gianna to remind the world that each human being is 
precious to Him.  It is beautiful to see the strength of      
the love of Jesus, which he has poured into her heart.      

My prayer for Gianna, and for all who listen to her, is that 
this message of God’s love will put an end to abortion with 
the power of love.”   

Pope Benedict XVI conveyed her inspiring story in 
the Vatican newspaper.  She has testified before Congress 
four times and was present as President George W. Bush 
signed the “Born Alive Infants Protection Act”. 

Internationally, she has spoken to audiences such as 
the British and Australian Parliaments, has met British 
Prime Ministers, inspired a Hollywood movie “October 
Baby” and had recently returned from a tour of Ireland 
where she encouraged the country’s voters to defeat the 
effort to legitimize abortion in the first 12 weeks in that 
country.   

Gianna Jessen is using her life story to promote pro-
life issues because, as she says, she’s realized how much 
Jesus loves her and all of His creation. “My goal is to live 
the impossible since nothing is impossible for the Lord.”                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Chris Simone, St Francis Respect For Life co-chair 



Thoughts Along the Way 
Bishop Liam Cary  

  

The Masterpiece of Liberty 
  
 

   This summer’s Masterpiece Cakeshop decision of the 
Supreme Court helps us appreciate why we pray to St. 
Michael the Archangel at the end of Mass “for religious 
liberty in our land.”  
  An expert baker and a devout believer, Jack Phillips 
has owned and operated Masterpiece Cakeshop near 
Denver for a quarter century. “Phillips routinely sacrifices 
profits to ensure that Masterpiece operates in a way that 
represents his Christian faith,” Justice Clarence Thomas 
noted. “He is not open on Sundays, he pays his 
employees a higher-than-average wage, and he loans them 
money in times of need.” Jack Phillips sells all kinds of 
baked goods to all kinds of people, including people with 
same-sex attraction; but he will not bake cakes with racist 
or homophobic messages on the outside or with alcohol 
on the inside. And he will not make a cake for a same-sex 
wedding. His Christian conscience forbids him to do so. 
  As Phillips puts it, “to create a wedding cake for an 
event that celebrates something that directly goes against 
the teachings of the Bible would have been a personal 
endorsement and participation in the ceremony and 
relationship that [the purchasers of the cake] were 
entering into.” In the words of Justice Thomas, it would 
force him to “acknowledge that same-sex weddings are 
‘weddings’ and suggest that they should be celebrated—the 
precise message he believes his faith forbids.”   

Nonetheless, the Colorado Court of Appeals forced 
Jack Phillips to do just that because they found he had 
inflicted “dignitary harm” on the customers he turned 
away. These men took offense at Jack’s refusal to design 
and bake wedding cakes that expressed approval for same-
sex marriage and convinced the court that his religious 
practice must yield to their emotional distress and had to 
be suppressed. They were awarded the remedy they 
sought. The judges ordered Phillips to sacrifice his 
conscience and co-operate in celebrating same-sex 
weddings in the future.  

Jack appealed to the Supreme Court. 
 

The fairness of the Colorado ruling did not hold    
up well when it was laid beside conspicuously different 
decisions the Colorado Court had made in cases that 
involved similar issues. As one brief to the Supreme 
Court pointed out, “Colorado protected bakers who 
cannot in conscience create cakes that denounce same-sex 
marriage. But Colorado denied protection to [Jack Phillips], 
who cannot in conscience create a cake that celebrates       
a same-sex wedding.” Such deeply inconsistent rulings 
effectively “allow one side to follow the dictates of 

conscience while requiring the other side to submit its 
conscience to the demands of any customer who walks in 
the door.” 

Clearly, same-sex couples are not the only ones who 
are offended by dignitary harm; the sincere faith of 
religious objectors comes in for insult and mockery as 
well. And the emotional harm to the objector may well 
outweigh and outlast the emotional harm to the couple. 
As one brief pointed out, “The same-sex couple which 
obtains a cake from another baker still gets to live their 
own lives by their own values, but [Jack Phillips] does not. 
He must repeatedly violate his conscience or permanently 
abandon his occupation.”  

From this dilemma Jack Phillips was released by the 
Masterpiece Cakeshop decision. Justice Gorsuch found that 
“his religious beliefs are entitled to no less respectful 
treatment than the bakers’ secular beliefs.” In a pluralistic 
society that prizes individual freedom so highly, an 
allegation of being disrespected is not grounds to deprive 
a fellow citizen of religious liberty. For the freedom to 
follow our conscience to God is the most precious liberty 
we enjoy in this land of the free.  

Our prayers to St. Michael have not gone unheeded. 
 

 
 

 

Pensamientos Del Camino 

 Obispo Liam Cary 
 

La Obra Maestra de la Libertad  
   
  La decisión de la Corte Suprema de la Pastelería 
Masterpiece Cakeshop de este verano nos ayuda a apreciar 
por qué oramos a San Miguel Arcángel al final de la Misa 
“por la libertad religiosa en nuestra tierra”. 
 Un panadero experto y creyente devote, Jack Phillips, 
ha sido dueño y operado Masterpiece Cakeshop cerca     
de Denver durante un cuarto de siglo. “Phillips 
rutinariamente opera en una manera que representa su    
fe Cristiana”, señaló el Juez Clarence Thomas. “Él no 
abre los Domingos, él le paga a sus empleados un salario 
más alto que el promedio, y les presta dinero en tiempos 
de necesidad”. Jack Phillips vende todo tipo de repostería 
a todo tipo de personas, incluyendo a personas con 
atracción hacia personas del mismo sexo; pero él no 
horneará pasteles con mensajes racistas u homofóbicos. Y 
no hará un pastel para una boda entre personas del 
mismo sexo. Su conciencia Cristiana le prohíbe hacerlo. 
 Como dice Phillips, “crear un pastel de bodas para 
un evento que celebra algo que va directamente en contra 
de las enseñanzas de la Biblia habría sido un respaldo 
personal y participación en la ceremonia y relación en la 
que [los compradores del pastel] estaban entrando”. En 
las palabras del Juez Thomas, lo forzaría a él a “reconocer 
que las bodas entre personas del mismo sexo son ‘bodas’ y 



a sugerir que deben ser celebradas—el preciso mensaje que 
él cree que su fe prohíbe”. 
  Sin embargo, la Corte de Apelaciones de Colorado 
forzó a Jack Phillips a hacer precisamente eso porque los 
jueces decidieron que él había infligido daño a la 
dignidad de los clientes que rechazó. Estos hombres 
tomaron ofensa en el rechazo de diseñar y hornear 
pasteles de bodas que expresan aprobación para 
matrimonio entre personas del mismo sexo y 
convencieron a la corte que la práctica religiosa de Jack 
tenía que ceder a su angustia emocional y ser reprimida. 
Fueron premiados con el remedio que buscaban. Los 
jueces ordenaron a Phillips que sacrificara su conciencia y 
cooperara en la celebración de bodas entre personas del 
mismo sexo en el futuro. 
 Jack apeló a la Corte Suprema. 
 
 La imparcialidad de la sentencia de Colorado no se 
mantuvo bien cuando se presentó junto a decisiones 
notablemente diferentes que el Tribunal de Colorado 
había tomado en casos que involucraban problemas 
similares. Como señaló un informe a la Corte Suprema, 
“Colorado protegió los panaderos que no pueden en 
conciencia crear pasteles que denuncian el matrimonio 
entre personas del mismo sexo. Pero Colorado le negó 
protección a [Jack Phillips], quien no puede crear 
conscientemente un pastel que celebra una boda entre 
personas del mismo sexo”. Tales dictámenes 
profundamente inconsistentes efectivamente “permiten 
que un lado siga los dictados de la conciencia mientras 
que el otro lado presenta su conciencia a las demandas de 
cualquier cliente que entra por la puerta”. 
 Claramente, parejas del mismo sexo no son los 
únicos que están ofendidos por daño a la dignidad; la fe 
sincera de objetores religiosos también atrae insulto y 
burla. Y el daño emocional al objetor puede pesar más y 
durar más que el daño emocional a la pareja. Como 
señaló un informe, “La pareja del mismo sexo que obtiene 
un pastel de otra pastelería todavía consigue vivir sus   
vidas por sus propios valores, pero [Jack Phillips] no. Él 
debe violar constantemente su conciencia o abandonar 
permanentemente su ocupación”. 
 De este dilema, Jack Phillips fue liberado por la 
decisión de Masterpiece Cakeshop. El Juez Gorsuch declaró 
que “sus creencias religiosas tienen derecho a un trato no 
menos respetuoso que el de los panaderos con ‘creencias 
seculares’”. En una sociedad pluralista que valora tanto la 
libertad individual, una alegación de falta de respeto no es 
una razón suficiente para privar a un ciudadano de la 
libertad religiosa. Porque la libertad de seguir nuestra 
conciencia hacia Dios es la más preciada libertad que 
disfrutamos en esta tierra de los libres. 
 Nuestras oraciones a San Miguel no han sido 
ignoradas. 
 

BISHOP CARY’S SCHEDULE 

July 29 12:30 PM Mass & Acolyte Installation, Bend 

Aug 3 Hispanic Community Event:  
Confessions 5-5:45 PM, Mass 6:00 PM, 
Conference on Sacraments 

Aug 4 4:30 PM Reconciliation, Lakeview 

Aug 4 6:00 PM Mass, Lakeview 

Aug 5 9:00 AM Mass, Lakeview 

Aug 5 11:30 AM Mass, Paisley 

Aug 11-12 Evangelization & Catechesis Symposium,  
Diocesan Retreat Center 

  
 

2017 EVANGELIZATION &  
CATECHETICAL SYMPOSIUM  

 

 The annual Evangelization & Catechetical 
Symposium will take place the weekend of August 10-12 
at the Diocesan Retreat Center in Powell Butte. This year 
we will have several new segments added which will be of 
great spiritual nourishment and ministerial help for all 
who will be assisting.  
 I hope you are ready for the blessing! In keeping with 
Bishops Cary’s vision for our Diocese, the symposium 
theme will be Loving, Knowing and Sharing. 
 

 We will have talks and workshops covering the 
following areas: 
 

Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
Marriage and Family 
Catechesis and Catechetical Training 
Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 
Leadership  
Humanae Vitae  
Social Media 

 

 Please save the date and share the information. Look 
for registration forms and cost at your parish office and 
online at www.dioceseofbaker.org   
 

David Bisonó  
Director of Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 

Priestly Ordination Anniversaries    
       Congratulations to the following as they celebrate 
their ordination anniversaries in August. 
  

Rev. Fabian Nwokorie, Dufur   August 11, 1990 
Very Rev. Ronald Maag, Retired  August 14, 1978 
Rev. Roger Fernando, Ontario   August 18, 1975 
Rev. Kumar Udagandla, Pendleton   August 22, 1994 
Rev. Michael Nwokocha, Nyssa   August 28, 1999 
    

  We are most grateful for the years of service of all our  
priests and bishop. Please keep them in your daily prayers. 

http://www.dioceseofbaker.org


Steven Garza Ordained as Transitional Deacon  
at Our Lady of Angels in Hermiston 

   

  On Thursday, June 28th, seminarian Steve Garza was 
ordained as a transitional deacon at Our Lady of Angels   
in Hermiston. Deacon Garza will serve at Our  Lady of  
the Valley in La Grande for the summer. He will return   
to Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary in Weston,  

 
  

Massachusetts, for his fifth year of Seminary and fourth 
year of Theology.  
 Coincidentally, Deacon Steve’s sister, Alison, also 
lives in Weston and he is able to visit her frequently. 
 Please join us in congratulating Deacon Garza on his 
ordination and please pray for him as he prepares and 
studies for the priesthood. 


