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. . .this will be a sign for you:         

you will find a baby  

wrapped in swaddling cloths  

and lying in a manger.    
                             

 

                                                                - Luke 2:12  

Thoughts Along the Way 
Bishop Liam Cary  

 
The Coming of Emmanuel 

  
 Each Sunday we confess that the Eternal son of 
God is “consubstantial with the Father.” As the Catechism 
explains, this unusual word means that “in the Father 
and with the Father, the son is one and the same God.” 
 We go on to confess that the Father’s Beloved son 
“was incarnate of the Virgin Mary.” From her He took 
flesh—our flesh, yours and mine. But the Incarnation, as 
the Catechism teaches, “does not mean that Jesus Christ 
is part god and part man.” Rather, “He became truly 
man while remaining  truly God.” The Son of Mary is as 
truly and fully human as He is truly and fully God. In   

 

 
 

His divinity He is consubstantial with the Father; in His 
humanity He is consubstantial with us. Put “incarnate” 
and “consubstantial” together and you get the name for 
Jesus we associate with Christmas: “Emmanuel” —that is, 
“God with us.” 
 He is Emmanuel because He wants to be. You and I 
had no choice in our flesh-taking; when God called us 
into being in the womb of our mother, He did not ask 
for our consent. In stark contrast, from all eternity the 
Father’s only-begotten Son freely chose to be “with us” in 
the fullness of time. “He did not cling to equality with 
God,” St. Paul tells us; instead, He “emptied Himself” to 
be born and dwell among us. The Son of Man made 
Himself consubstantial with us so that we might become 
fully human in Him and thereby share His divine life. 
“He appeared, and the soul felt its worth.” That is the 
miracle which Christmas renews for us every year. 



Parish News:  St. Pius X                
 “Marriage, a lifelong commitment”   In a time when the very definition of marriage is being challenged by society, 
parishioners of St. Pius X Church in Klamath Falls gave witness to the sanctity of the Sacrament of Marriage. Father Shiju 
Thuruthiyil, OSH, led parish couples in a ‘Renewal of Wedding Vows’ ceremony during the weekend Masses of October 3rd 
and 4th. The married couples renewing their vows are witnesses to their children, grandchildren, and the entire church 
community that the Sacrament of Marriage works. This gave the couples the opportunity to celebrate the gift and blessing of 
marriage and to reaffirm their lifelong love and commitment to each other. 
 Following the Masses, a reception was held in the Parish Hall in honor of those celebrating special anniversaries (10th, 
25th, and 50th) this year.  The event was hosted by the Vocations Committee whose mission is to “…promote a culture of 
vocations in our parish; a consciousness of God’s call in each one’s life and an eagerness to search out that call and live it to 
the fullest.” 

 
   

 

 

Parish News:  St. Elizabeth 
 On November 14 and 15 Father Nonatus Lakra and parishioners of   
St. Elizabeth Church in John Day welcomed the Diocesan Director of 
Evangelization and Catechesis to the parish and its missions.  
 After each of the Masses Barry Metzentine presented evangelization 
tools that will be available to each member of the parish through the new 
FORMED.org program. He encouraged us to participate in FORMED.org 
to learn more about our faith and personalize it among family and friends. 
The information given was enthusiastically received among those that 
attended the presentation. Our thanks to Barry for coming over to our 
John Day parish and encouraging us to make use of the resources.  
                                                                                    —Fr. Nonatus Lakra 

Congratulations to those who participated in  
the Renewal of Wedding Vows ceremony. 



 

Parish News:  Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
 Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Chiloquin has been 
having problems keeping their mailbox in an upright 
position. The most recent episode found the mailbox and 
its stand at the front porch.  Apparently, someone missed 
the turn but did not miss the mailbox! So, Father Andrew 
Szymakowski, Pastor of the parish, asked Bill Schmitt, the 
parish’s maintenance person, to replace it with a sturdier 
post. Now the mailbox is atop a piece of railroad track set 
in cement. Woe to the fender that finds the mailbox     
next time! 

Bishop Cary’s Schedule 
Dec.   27 Masses in La Grande and Missions 
Jan.    2-3 Masses in Madras  
Jan.    4-11 Region XII Bishops’ Retreat in Seattle 
 

Priestly Ordination Anniversaries     

 Congratulations to the following as they celebrate 
their ordination anniversaries during January. 
  

Rev. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil, Ontario      Jan. 28, 2002 
Deacon Gustavo Ruiz, Redmond           Jan.   2, 2000 
   

       We are most grateful for the years of service of all    
our Priests, Deacons, and Bishop. Please keep them in 
your prayers. 
 

NW Catholic Men’s Conference 2016 
 The NW Catholic Men’s Conference will be held 
February 26-27, 2016 at the Pendleton Convention 
Center. Speaking at the Conference will be Archbishop 
Alexander Sample, Bishop Liam Cary, Reverend 
Theodore Lane, Reverend Kumar Udagandla, and Mark 
Shea. The cost is $40 which includes three meals. Fathers 
and sons, ages 15 and up, are welcome. Registration forms 
and additional information available at www.nwcmg.com 

May the Peace of Christmas  

brighten our lives with hope and love. 
 

 Bishop Liam Cary  

and the Diocesan Staff 

Que la paz de la Navidad  

ilumine nuestras vidas con esperanza y amor.  
  

Señor Obispo Liam Cary  

y personal Diocesano 

http://www.nwcmg.com/


. . . esta será una señal para ustedes: 

hallarán a un niño recién                

nacido, envuelto en pañales                     

y acostado en un pesebre. 
 

 

                - Lucas 2:12 

Pensamientos Del Camino 

 Obispo Liam Cary 

 
La Venida de Emmanuel  

  
 Cada Domingo confesamos que el Hijo Eterno es 
“consustancial con el Padre.” El Catecismo explica que esta 
extraña palabra significa que “en el Padre y con el Padre, el 
Hijo es el uno y el mismo Dios.” 
 Confesamos también que el Hijo Amado del Padre “se 
encarnó de la Virgen Maria.” De ella Él tomó carne—
nuestra carne, la tuya y la mía. Pero la Encarnación, como 
enseña el Catecismo, “no quiere decir que Jesucristo sea 
parte Dios y parte hombre.” Por el contrario, “Él so hizo 
verdaderamente hombre sin dejar de ser verdaderamente 
Dios.” El Hijo de María es verdadera y plenamente 
humano tal como es verdadera y plenamente Dios. En su 

divinidad, Él es consustancial al Padre; en su humanidad, 
Él es consustancial a nosotros. Junten “encarnado” y 
“consustancial,” y se obtiene el nombre del Salvador que 
asociamos con la Navidad: “Emmanuel” — es decir, “Dios 
con nosotros.” 
 Él es Emmanuel porque quiere ser con nosotros. Tú y 
yo no teníamos ninguna opción en tomar nuestra carne; 
cuando Diós nos llamó a existir in el vientre de nuestra 
madre, no pidió nuestro consentimiento en adelante. En 
contraste, desde la eternidad entera el Hijo del Padre 
libremente eligió estar “con nosotros” en la plenitud de los 
tiempos. “Él no hizo alarde de ser Diós,” San Pablo nos 
dice; más bien, “Él se despojó de sí mismo” para nacer y 
habitar entre nosotros. El Hijo del Hombre se hizo 
consustancial con nosotros para que nos hiciéramos 
plenamente humanos en Él y así compartiéramos su vida 
divina. “Él apareció,” dice el canto, “y el alma sintió su 
valor.” Es ese el milagro que la Navidad renueva para 
nosotros cada año.     


