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Diocese of Baker Vocation Committee 
       Last month we emphasized the importance 
of prayer for an increase of vocations. This 
month we encourage all parishes in the Diocese 
of Baker to participate in your personal prayer 
and also to attend your parish monthly Holy 
Hour of Adoration for an increase of vocations 

to the priesthood and the consecrated life. 
 The Baker Diocese is continuing the daily Adoration 
Holy Hour for vocations which began many years ago with 
Bishop Leipzig. During Bishop Leipzig’s tenure there was a 
tremendous increase of vocations attributed to the 
Adoration Holy Hours which he had organized in each 
parish. Check the diocesan website for your assigned 
monthly Holy Hour.   

Remodel and Renovation at  
Blessed Sacrament, Ontario 

 
 
 

  Blessed Sacrament Catholic church of Ontario has 
entered an exciting phase of its remodel and renovation. 
On Sunday, July 12th at 2 p.m., Fr. Jose T Mudakodiyil, 
the pastor, led the Church community in prayer at the 
blessing and groundbreaking event to renovate and 
expand the front of the church building. This will 
provide an adequate space for people to meet and greet 
before entering the main body of the Church. An 
elevator will be included in the remodeled entryway 
making the worship area of the Church and the basement 
easily accessible to everyone especially the elderly and   
the disabled.  
  The front entrance of the church will remain closed 
during the remodel. The regular services will continue at 
the Church as usual and the congregation is advised to 
use the east and west entrances to access the worship area 
of the Church. The 8 a.m. Mass on Sundays will be held 
in the Church hall. The project is expected to cost about 
$750,000 and be completed by December. It is our hope 
to celebrate Christmas this year using the remodeled 
facilities. The fundraising for this project which began 
about 10 months ago received abundant blessings 
through the generosity of many. Riley Hill and Larry 
Tuttle who are members of the Church finance council 
and have extensive experience in construction will be the 
supervisors of the project. 

  The parish council members, finance committee, 
altar society, ministry committee, Knights of Columbus 
and many other groups helped with the groundbreaking 
ceremony. After the groundbreaking, demolition began 
first with taking down the front brick wall and cutting 
out and removing of the 1950 memorial stone on the 
front of the church which will be placed back after        
the remodel.  

Priestly Ordination Anniversaries         
         Congratulations to the following as they celebrate 
their ordination anniversaries during August:   

  
 
 
 

Rev. Fabian Nwokorie, Wasco/Dufur   August 11, 1990 
Very Rev. Ronald Maag, Hood River    August 14, 1978 
Rev. Roger Fernando, Enterprise    August 18, 1975 
Rev. Theodore Nnabugo, La Pine    August 19, 2000 
Rev. Francis Akano, Lakeview    August 21, 1999 
Rev. Saul Alba-Infante, Hood River    August 21, 2002 
Rev. Kumar Udagandla, Pendleton    August 22, 1994 
Rev. Michael Nwokocha, Nyssa    August 28, 1999 

       

We are most grateful for the years of service 
of all our Priests and Bishop.  

Please keep them in your daily  prayers. 

...AND THE WORK BEGINS 



   
 
 
 
 

Thoughts Along the Way 
Bishop Liam Cary   

  
 
 
 
 

Casting the Net  
of the Good News  

  
  I just got back from saying Mass for the summer 
Middle School Camp at the Powell Butte Retreat Center, 
and my spirits are high. I recognized faces from eight 
parishes around the Diocese—small (Fort Rock), medium 
(Heppner), and large (Klamath Falls). Earlier in the 
summer young people from fourteen parishes came to the 
Upper Elementary School Camp. These numbers are 
encouraging:  Powell Butte is becoming the gathering 
place for evangelization that it was meant to be. More and 
more of our youth have felt the pull of the Gospel net 
there, and they keep coming back for more.  
  No small part of this uptick of interest is due to the 
efforts of David O’Neil, diocesan Director of Youth 
Ministry from September 2012 through April of this year. 
In addition to the Powell Butte Summer Camps, David 
devoted a great deal of effort to youth retreats throughout 
the Diocese and built an impressive network of youth 
ministers whom he supported with excellent resources. In 
May David, his wife Say, and their two children left for 
Georgia. There, as Director of Missions for the Life Teen 
organization, David will oversee the training of Life Teen 
missionaries to parishes throughout the country.  Funding 
from the Bishop’s Annual Appeal will help bring Life 
Teen programs and resources to the Baker Diocese this 
coming year, so we have not seen the last of David and his 
many talents.  
  Stepping into David’s shoes on August 
1st will be Tommy Shultz, a native of 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, and a recent graduate 
of Franciscan University in Steubenville, 
Ohio. Throughout his high school and 
college years Tommy acted in plays and 
musicals. At ease on stage, he became a traveling magician 
in the Pittsburgh area and brought his magic tricks to 
youth retreats as well. Tommy has carefully studied the 
Theology of the Body inspired by St. John Paul II and has 
spoken at numerous conferences on that topic. In 2012-
2013 he brought the message of purity to thousands of 
Catholic and public school students across the state of 
Pennsylvania. He is currently developing a pornography 
recovery program based on the Theology of the Body.  
  As he continues to build up Youth Ministry 
throughout the Diocese, Tommy will extend his retreat-
giving, parish-networking efforts to include Young Adult 
Ministry to college students and young men and women 
in the work force. Finally, Tommy will collaborate with 
Barry Metzentine, Director of Evangelization and 
Catechesis, to prepare parents to prepare their children 
for the reception of the sacraments. (Please note that 
funds from the Bishop’s Appeal help underwrite these 

programs. The greater the response to the Appeal, the 
more we can do to enhance these outreaching ministries.) 
  In June the Sisters of St. Mary of Kakamega from 
Bend, Redmond, and Ontario spearheaded the well-
attended “Come and See” retreat at Powell Butte to 
promote vocations to the priesthood and religious life. 
The young people kept me in the confessional there for 
several hours with honest, searching, and deeply sincere 
confessions that I would never have been able to make at 
their age. I was not surprised. I learned long ago to expect 
such openness to grace in hearing the confessions of      
the young. They have taught me why we rightly call them 
the hope of the Church. That is why it is so important to 
cast the net of the Gospel into the troubled waters of 
their world.  

 
 

Pensamientos Del Camino 

 Obispo Liam Cary 
 

Lanzando la Red  
de la Buena Nueva  

 
  Acabo de regresar de decir Misa para el 
Campamento de la Escuela Secundaria en el Centro de 
Retiros de Powell Butte, y mis espíritus están elevados. 
Reconocí rostros de ocho parroquias de alrededor de la 
Diócesis–pequeñas (Fort Rock), medianas (Heppner), y 
grandes (Klamath Falls). A principios del verano, jóvenes 
de catorce parroquias vinieron al Campamento de la 
Escuela Primaria Superior. Estos números son 
alentadores: Powell Butte se está convirtiendo en un lugar 
de reunión para la evangelización que estaba destinado a 
ser. Más y más de nuestros jóvenes han sentido la 
atracción de la red del Evangelio allí, y siguen regresando 
para más. 
  Se puede decir que este repunte del interés se debe a 
los esfuerzos de David O’Neil, Director del Ministerio de 
Jóvenes Diocesano desde Septiembre del 2012 hasta Abril 
de este año. Además de los Campamentos de Verano en 
Powell Butte, David dedicó un gran esfuerzo a los retiros 
juveniles a través de la Diócesis y construyó una 
impresionante red de ministros de jóvenes a quienes 
apoyó con recursos excelentes.  En Mayo David, su esposa 
Say, y sus dos hijos se fueron a Georgia. Allí, como 
Director de Misiones para la organización Life Teen, 
David se encargará de supervisar la formación de 
misioneros de Life Teen para parroquias a través del país. 
La financiación de la Apelación del Obispo ayudará a 
traer programas y recursos de Life Teen a la Diócesis de 
Baker este año venidero; por lo tanto, no hemos visto lo 
último de David y sus muchos talentos. 
  Entrando en los zapatos de David el 1ero de Agosto 
será Tommy Shultz, un nativo de Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
recién graduado de la Universidad Franciscana de 
Steubenville, Ohio. A través de sus años en la 



preparatoria y la universidad, Tommy actuó en obras de 
teatro y musicales. A gusto en el escenario, él se convirtió 
en un mago viajero en el área de Pittsburgh y trajo sus 
trucos de magia a retiros juveniles también. Tommy       
ha estudiado cuidadosamente la Teología del Cuerpo 
inspirado por San Juan Pablo II y ha hablado en 
numerosas conferencias sobre ese tema. En 2012-2013, 
trajo el mensaje de pureza a miles estudiantes de escuelas 
Católicas y públicas a través del estado de Pennsylvania. 
Actualmente está desarrollando un programa de 
recuperación de la pornografía basado en la Teología     
del Cuerpo. 
  Al continuar construyendo el Ministerio de Jóvenes a 
través de la Diócesis, Tommy extenderá sus esfuerzos para 
formar un Ministerio de Jóvenes Adultos para estudiantes 
universitarios y hombres y mujeres jóvenes en la fuerza 
laboral. Finalmente, Tommy colaborará con Barry 
Metzentine, Director de Evangelización y Catequesis, para 
preparar a los padres de familia para que ellos preparen a 
sus hijos para la recepción de los sacramentos. (Tengan en 
cuenta que fondos de la Apelación del Obispo suscriben 
estos programas. Cuanto mayor sea la respuesta a la 
Apelación, lo más que podremos hacer para mejorar estos 
ministerios de contactos directos). 
  En Junio las Hermanas de Santa María de Kakamega 
en Bend, Redmond, y Ontario encabezaron el bien 
asistido retiro “Ven y Verás” en Powell Butte para 
promover vocaciones al sacerdocio y la vida religiosa. Los 
jóvenes me tuvieron allí en el confesionario por varias 
horas con confesiones honestas, de búsqueda, y 
profundas que yo mismo nunca hubiera podido hacer a 
su edad. No me sorprendí.  Aprendí hace mucho en 
esperar esta apertura a la gracia al escuchar las 
confesiones de los jóvenes.  Ellos me han enseñado el por 
qué los llamamos con razón la esperanza de la Iglesia.      
Es por eso que es tan importante lanzar la red del 
Evangelio a las aguas turbulentas de su mundo.  
 

Bishop Cary’s Schedule 
August 10-12    Conference on Same Sex Attractions  
  in Detroit   
August 15 Catechetical Symposium at Powell Butte  
August 16 Father Nwokorie Jubilee in Wasco  
August 23        Spanish Family Camp at Powell Butte  
 

The Traditional Latin Mass in Bend  
      The next Extraordinary Form (Latin) Mass (High 
Mass) at St. Francis of Assisi Historic Church will be 
Sunday, August 23rd at 1:00 p.m. Scheduled Masses could 
change, please refer to website.       

   The celebrant, Father Andrew Szymakowski, will 
hear confessions after Mass or by appointment.  
  Mass times are listed in advance on the diocesan 
website: http://dioceseofbaker.org/index.html and      
The Society of St. Gregory the Great website:          
http://www.ssgg.org or call (541) 388-4004. 

  

The Bishop’s Annual Appeal: 
Ministering to Young Adults 

 

  Young adults have many gifts to offer the Church: 
their faith, their hope, their desire to serve, their spiritual 
hunger, their vitality, their optimism and idealism, their 
talents and skills. The world also looks with hope to 
young adults to bring about a better future. Many young 
adults have vast reservoirs of goodness, generosity, and 
enthusiasm. They earnestly search for meaning in their 
lives; they value solidarity with the rest of humanity and 
seek to commit themselves to the cause of social justice. 
On the other hand, many young adults have been 
captivated by the allure of material things, pursuit of 
pleasure and a preoccupation with self that has become so 
prevalent in our society. These conflicting values can 
make our young adults apathetic and cynical. The result is 
that of boredom, disillusionment, and indifference to 
Jesus Christ and his Church. 
  Funds from the Bishop’s Annual Appeal will help 
the Diocese of Baker identify attractive ways to let young 
adults know that Jesus loves them and is calling them to 
serve the Church and the human family in a meaningful 
and substantive way. Your gift will help the Church offer 
new horizons of hope and understanding for our young 
people. Please pray for the overall success of the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal, and if you have not made your gift to the 
Appeal, please prayerfully consider making a gift today.  
          
  The Bishop’s Appeal continues to be heard. As of 
Thursday, July 23, the following parishes have not only 
met but exceeded their goals:  
 

  St. Richard in Adel 
  Holy Family in Arock 
 St. James in Bly 
  St. Thomas Aquinas in Crane 
  St. Katherine in Enterprise 
  Our Lady of Angels in Hermiston 
    St. William in Ione 
  St. Elizabeth of Hungary in John Day  
  St. Bernard in Jordan Valley 
 St. Pius X in Klamath Falls 
  St. Patrick in Lakeview 
  St. Patrick in Madras 
 St. Mary in Maupin 
 St. Anthony in North Powder 
 St. John in Paisley 
 St. Helen in Pilot Rock 
 St. Thomas in Plush 
 St. Joseph in Prineville 
 St. Patrick in Vale 

 St. Kateri Tekakwitha in Warm Springs  

http://dioceseofbaker.org/index.html
http://www.ssgg.org/


Parish News: Our Lady of the Valley, Hermiston 
  On May 16th, 82 children celebrated the Sacrament of First Holy Communion.  On May 17th 15 children also 
received the Sacrament. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  El 16 de Mayo, 82 niños recibieron el Sacramento de la Primera Comunión.  También el 17 de Mayo, otros 15 niños 
recibieron el Sacramento. 

 

      On May 17th, Bishop Liam Cary 
was at the 11:00 a.m. Mass where 56 
youth received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. And at the 3:00 p.m. 
Mass 81 youth were confirmed, of 
which, 35 were from Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Parish from Boardman. 

   
 El 17 de Mayo, el Obispo Liam Cary estuvo en la Misa 
de las 11:00 a.m. donde 56 jóvenes recibieron el Sacramento 
de Confirmación. Y en la Misa de las 3:00 p.m., hubieron 81 
jóvenes, de los cuales, 35 fueron de la Parroquia de Nuestra 
Señora de Guadalupe de Boardman. 

The Diocese of Baker  
is proud to present  

the stunning live performance of 
“Maximilian,  

Saint of Auschwitz”  
by nationally acclaimed actor 

Leonardo Defilippis  
(St. Luke Productions) 

 

 

 If you will be attending the live performance and have      
not yet registered, please call the Diocesan Office at       
(541) 388-4004 to RSVP. You may pay the $10 fee at the 
door.  (No credit cards.)     
  
 

 

Parish News:  St. Thérèse Mission, Halfway 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
    
 St. Thérèse Mission hosted the Panhandle 
Christian Women’s Ladies Night Out on Friday, June 
26. Women from Oxbow and Pine and Eagle Valley met 
for an ice cream social and Bible Bingo. When it was 
planned last January, they had no clue that this would 
be the hottest weekend of the year (so far!), but the ice 
cream was eaten before it melted and the twenty-five 
ladies had a great time matching names of the books of 
the Bible to their bingo cards, chatting and just being 
together. Play went on until the evening cooled off. 
Everyone agreed that it had been a fun and     
memorable event. 

Powell Butte  
Retreat Center 

     
  
 

All are welcome! 

August 16, 2015  
   

7:00 p.m. Saturday Night 
Performance 

(arrive by 6:45 p.m.) 

This annual event is made possible  
by ongoing generous donations to  
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 


