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 PARISH NEWS:   St. Patrick’s, Heppner    
  As the “Year of Faith” drew to a close, St. Patrick 
Parish in Heppner and St. William Parish in Ione were 
honored to have Bishop Cary celebrate Mass and also give 
a retreat for their parishioners.    
  During this very special Mass, the Bishop gave an 
amazing homily about how much Jesus loves us and what 
he sacrificed for us. When asked to explain the homily in a 
“nutshell”, one parishioner shared, “Within our Catholic 
Faith and our own lives, the worst possible thing has 
already happened. Our Savior, Jesus Christ, was crucified 
for our sake and he suffered the worst punishment 
imaginable for us. This in turn, was the best for us  
because of His death; the gates of heaven were opened.  
Consequently, there should be no reason to be fearful or 
worried . . . the best is yet to come!” Even though each 
one of us knows the love that Jesus has for us, it is always 
so reassuring to hear about that Divine Love again and 
again. So even though the Year of Faith is over, Bishop 
Cary’s wise words gave us a clear reminder of how much 
God loves each and every one of His children!  
  After Mass, we enjoyed a potluck dinner together 
and then Bishop Cary gave a retreat titled: “The 
Geography of Faith”. He articulated the Salvation Story 
with the many promises that God has kept with his chosen 
people. Bishop Cary emphasized that we put our freedom 
at the service of others, while at the same time, trusting in 
a God who always keeps his promises.  
  The Bishop also drew a comparison between 
marriage and the Promised Land, saying marriage is 
between a man and a woman who give their freedom to 
each other through a promise. This promise creates a land 
where their freedom is placed at the service of the 
descendants who spring from their union.  
  Parish members said the presentation offered many 
challenges and much to think about as the Church’s “Year 
of Faith” drew to a close.     —Mary Ann Elguèzabal,  DRE 
 

PARISH NEWS:  St. Francis of Assisi, Bend 
  The Knights of Columbus and Respect for Life 
committee of St. Francis of Assisi Parish have worked 
together the last two years assembling a Nativity Scene 
on the edge of the soccer field behind the entry sign on 
27th Street at the New Church in Bend.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 The story of the Nativity Scene begins with St. 
Francis of Assisi parishioner, Pierre Inghels (who sadly 
passed away before seeing it displayed). Pierre brought 
the Nativity Scene from La Grande where his family lived 
prior to moving to Bend. It is our understanding that 
Pierre’s granddaughter painted the cutouts in La Grande 
where they were later displayed at Our Lady of the Valley 
Catholic Church.  
 Pierre, a member of the Knights of Columbus, had 
suggested that he make a trip to La Grande to visit       
and to bring the Nativity Scene to Bend to be displayed   
at the Historic Church. Unfortunately, the Nativity Scene 
ended up in storage—unseen by the parishioners of St. 
Francis of Assisi for many years. In 2011 Alan Walsh and 
Frank Krupicka of the Knights of Columbus heard of the 
set, put their heads together, and found it in the attic of 
Tim Rausch's print shop. That Christmas, the Nativity was 
finally displayed next to the New Church on 27th Street. 
Last year it was displayed for all passers-by to see and 
this year it has been displayed in the same area since mid-
Advent and will remain on display through Epiphany on 
January 6th.  
 We welcome any information about the history of 
this Nativity. It has been a beautiful gift for our Parish. 
Thank you to Pierre and his family for the inspiration of 
creating something so beautiful.        

   Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
   The Alan Walsh Family 

Live the joy of the Christmas Gospel all year long! 
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sisters who suffer daily and deeply for our faith. In the 
words of Cardinal Dolan, “Protecting religious freedom will 
be a central social and political concern of our time.” And it 
will be crucial for the proclamation of the Gospel of the 
Prince of Peace.  

  
PENSAMIENTOS DEL CAMINO — Obispo Cary 

Persecución  
  Cada Navidad recordamos la venida del Príncipe de la 
Paz y la persecución infligida a los Santos Inocentes que 
Herodes mato en su lugar. Desde ese día hasta hoy la 
sangre de los mártires cristianos no ha dejado de fluir.  
  Este punto fue parte importante en la reunión de los 
obispos americanos en noviembre en Baltimore. Por 
necesidad, las continuas amenazas a la libertad religiosa en 
los Estados Unidos tomaron una atención considerable. 
Pero a medida que el cardenal Timothy Dolan nos recordó 
a los cristianos en otros lugares que están sufriendo 
“persecución letal en una escala que desafía la creencia, 
nuestra lucha palidece en comparación  a estas.” Ya en la 
primera década del siglo 21, más de un millón de personas 
en todo el mundo han sido asesinadas a causa de su 
creencia en Jesucristo.  
  Los sacerdotes que abandonan su tierra natal para 
servir aquí en la Diócesis de Baker nos dan, una conexión 
personal de la violencia anticristiana más allá de nuestras 
fronteras. Nigeria, por ejemplo, ha visto el incremento de 
ataques cada vez más frecuentes a los cristianos, los más 
notorios son los bombardeos a las iglesias en los días más 
sagrados. En la India, cientos de cristianos fueron 
asesinados en la masacre de Orissa en 2008, y 400 iglesias 
fueron destruidas.  
  La “primavera en Arabia” no ha traído alegría a los 
cristianos coptos de Egipto, que ahora se enfrentan a la 
persecución más dura en siglos. Católicos allí no les va mucho 
mejor. Después de asaltar una escuela dirigida por monjas 
Franciscanas, asaltantes musulmanes mostraron a tres de las 
hermanas ante la multitud como prisioneras de guerra.  
  Pero consideremos la situación en Siria, la tierra de la 
que la fe cristiana se extendió al resto del mundo. En abril, el 
arzobispo ortodoxo griego y el arzobispo ortodoxo Sirio 
fueron secuestrados un claro mensaje para a los cristianos de 
que ninguno de ellos puede contar con protección. Invasores 
fuertemente armados en un pequeño pueblo dieron a las 
familias cristianas cuatro opciones: renunciar a su “idolatría” 
y convertirse al Islam; rechazar la conversión y quedarse 
donde están -y pagar el impuesto jizya de protección; irse de 
ahí dejando su propiedad; morir por su fe.    
 No estar aliado con el régimen de Assad, los Cristianos 
Sirios no tienen protección militar, dentro o fuera del país. 
Sin milicia propia, están indefensos frente a una 
despiadada campaña de purificación religiosa.  
  Los cristianos no son los únicos que sufren la 
persecución religiosa, pero, en las palabras del Cardenal 
Dolan, “no se puede escapar al hecho de que los    
cristianos son aislados en muchos más lugares, y más 
frecuentemente.”               continua en la pagina 3... 

THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY— Bishop Cary 

Persecution 
  Each Christmas we recall the coming of the Prince of 
Peace—and the persecution inflicted on the Holy Innocents 
Herod put to death in his place. From that day to this the 
blood of Christian martyrs has not ceased to flow.  
  This point was made forcefully at November’s meeting 
of the American bishops in Baltimore. Of necessity, the 
continuing threats to religious liberty in the United States 
drew considerable attention. But as Cardinal Timothy Dolan 
reminded us, our struggle pales in comparison when we 
realize that Christians elsewhere are suffering “lethal 
persecution on a scale that defies belief.” Already in the 
first decade of the 21st century, over a million people 
throughout the world have been killed because of their 
belief in Jesus Christ. 
  Priests who leave their home land to serve here give 
us in the Diocese of Baker a personal connection to the 
mounting anti-Christian violence beyond our borders. 
Nigeria, for example, has seen increasingly frequent attacks 
on Christians, most notoriously the bombing of churches  
on our holiest days. In India hundreds of Christians were 
slain in the Orissa massacre of 2008, and 400 churches 
were destroyed.  
  The “Arab spring” has brought no joy to the Coptic 
Christians of Egypt, who now face the harshest persecution 
in centuries. Catholics there fare little better. After 
storming a school run by Franciscan nuns, Muslim assailants 
paraded three of the sisters before the crowd as prisoners 
of war.  
  But consider the situation in Syria, the land from which 
the Christian faith spread to the rest of the world. In April 
the Greek Orthodox Archbishop and the Syriac Orthodox 
Archbishop were kidnapped—a high-profile signal to 
Christians that none of them can count on protection. 
Heavily armed invaders of one small village gave the 
Christian families four choices: renounce their “idolatry” 
and convert to Isalm; refuse conversion and stay put—and 
pay the jizya tax for protection; depart and leave their 
property behind; be slain for their faith. 
  Not being allied with the Assad regime, Syrian 
Christians have no armed protector, inside or outside the 
country. With no militias of their own, they are defenseless 
against a ruthless campaign of religious purification. 
  Christians are not the only ones who suffer religious 
persecution, but, in Cardinal Dolan’s words, “there is no 
escaping the fact that Christians are singled out in far more 
places and far more often.” 
  In September Pope Francis made an appeal from the 
heart to us all. “When I hear that so many Christians in the 
world are suffering,” he asked, “am I indifferent, or is it as if 
a member of my own family is suffering?” Does the report 
of such persecution “touch my heart or does it not reach 
me? . . . It’s important to look beyond one’s own fence, to 
feel oneself part of the Church, of one  family of God!”                                               
 Both in daily private prayer and at Sunday Mass we 
who enjoy the great blessing of religious liberty need to 
develop a culture of intercession for our brothers and 



  En septiembre el Papa Francis hizo un llamado al 
corazón de todos nosotros. “Cuando oigo que tantos 
cristianos en el mundo están sufriendo”, preguntó, “soy 
indiferente, o es como si un miembro de mi familia 
estuviera sufriendo?” ¿El informe de ese tipo de 
persecución “toca mi corazón o me es indiferente?. . . ¡Es 
importante mirar más allá de mi zona de confort, para 
sentirse parte de la Iglesia, de la única familia de Dios!”  
 Tanto en la oración privada diaria como en la Misa 
dominical nosotros que disfrutamos de la gran bendición 
de la libertad religiosa necesitamos desarrollar una cultura 
de intercesión por nuestros hermanos y hermanas que 
sufren profunda y diariamente por nuestra fe. En las 
palabras del Cardenal Dolan, “La protección de la libertad 
religiosa será una preocupación social y política central de 
nuestro tiempo.” Y será crucial para la proclamación del 
Evangelio del Príncipe de la Paz.  

 

 

 

 
 

THE DIOCESE OF BAKER AND  

MOTHER MARY’S DAUGHTERS:   

Annual Christmas Family Celebration 
 Please join us for the annual Christmas Family 
Celebration to be held Epiphany Sunday, January 5th 
from 3-6 p.m. at the Diocesan Retreat Center beginning 
with Eucharistic Holy Hour and the Christmas Scriptural 
Reading by Fr. Julian Cassar in St. Mary’s Chapel.   
  Festivities to include:  Christmas Around the World 
slide presentation by Fr. Cassar, Christmas Carols, 
Musical The Twelve Days of Christmas with fun family 
interaction, Trimming of the Tree, and Ethnic Dancing.  
Music provided by LeRoy and Friends.  $5/pp or $10/family 
 

PARISH NEWS:  Our Lady of Angels, Hermiston 
  Harvesting Our Faith was the theme of the first  
Ministry Fair which was recently held at Our Lady of Angels 
Parish after all Masses November 16 and 17. The purpose 
of the Ministry Fair was to “celebrate” the work of our 
church by presenting the many ministries, programs and 
services available at OLOA and to help parishioners 
understand the impact that their gifts of time and talent 
have on the lives of others in the parish community. Our 
hope was to raise the level of awareness of generosity of 
parishioners and encourage broader volunteer support by 
helping the different ministries recruit new members. 
  Each ministry team was responsible for their booth  
by providing colorful, eye catching, and inviting displays 
with tri-fold boards, flyers, brochures, and other 
giveaways that represented what each ministry does. 
Parishioners enjoyed the festival-like atmosphere as they 
walked around visiting 25 different tables as well as 
enjoying free food and drink and hoping to win random 
drawings during the Fair.   
                                                                      continued on page 4 

Stewardship Reflection for the Coming Year 
 This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and the Mass 
readings for the weekend are excellent ways to reflect 
on our lives as Christian stewards in the coming year.    
In the liturgy’s second reading, for instance, we hear 
one of the most compelling teachings for Christian 
living: “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do  
it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to   
God the Father through him” (Col 3:17). “Whatever you 
do” — that means every minute of our lives is to be 
related to Christ Jesus. Everything in life, every activity, 
can become an act of glorifying the Lord. Good 
stewards commit even their daily routine to Christ: 
doing everything “in the name of the Lord.”  
  Since January is traditionally the time for New 
Year’s resolutions, the week ahead offers us an ideal 
time to prayerfully reflect on how we can be better 
stewards, “in word or deed” of our own “Holy Families” 
in the coming year. Let us consider a few ideas about 
those important areas of our faith life. 
 Stewardship of your family:  How often in our busy 
lives does time with family get short shrift? Resolve to 
find a special time with each family member each week.  
Make sure that family meals are celebrated frequently.  
Plan a special family outing once or twice a month. Go  
to Mass together. Resolve that when your spouse and 
child speak, you look at them and truly listen. 
  Stewardship of your parish family: How do we 
share our lives with those with whom we worship? 
Resolve to offer your time to serve at Mass or in a 
ministry of your parish.  Enrich your parish by becoming 
more involved in service and social activities. 
  Stewardship of our diocesan family: How can we 
participate more fully in the life of our diocesan family? 
There are many ways to participate in our Church here   
in Eastern Oregon. Watch The Diocesan Chronicle for 
opportunities throughout the year. Our gifts to the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal, to be launched in the spring of 
2014, will also offer us a unique opportunity to be good 
stewards of our diocesan family.  
  The Lord has blessed us with a tremendous family 
of faith. Being more prayerfully involved with these 
“Holy Families” at home, and in our parish and diocese, 
will not only help us see more clearly the light of Christ 
this coming year, but will help us be ready to receive it 
with joy and thanksgiving. 
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES:  Position Available 
Regional Pregnancy Counselor/Social Worker 

Pregnancy Support and Adoption Program 

This position is Part-time: 10-20 hours/month, as needed.   

(in Bend, OR or near vicinity).  Reports to: Pregnancy 

Support and Adoption Division Manager 

Salary:  $25-30 per hour.   No benefits. 

For information see the Diocesan website  

http://dioceseofbaker.org/job_opportunities.htm 

Oregon Catholic Conference, Portland 
Bishops’ Retreat, Seattle                      

BISHOP CARY’S SCHEDULE: 

January 3  
January 6-13 



PARISH NEWS:  St. Francis of Assisi, Milton-Freewater 
  On November 24, St. Francis of Assisi parish had a procession with Jesus exposed in the monstrance commemorating 
the Solemnity of Jesus Christ the King of the Universe, the King of our lives. Almost 400 people were  in attendance for 
the procession which marched almost four miles around the city of Milton-Freewater. Even though it was a very cold day, 
people were joyful to partake in the procession and happy to show and make Jesus Christ known to others.  
 

 Harvesting Our Faith continued from page 3 
  A well-supervised Children’s Activity Center was 
available so that the children could enjoy different activities 
and snacks while their parents visited the Fair tables.    
  A Ministry Booklet was put together describing all 
ministries and their contacts and was handed out to each 
family who entered the Hall. This booklet will also be given 
to new families who register at the office.    
 “We got 32 new people interested in the ‘Be A Friend’ 
ministry and five new people interested in the ‘Eucharistic 
Ministers to the Sick and Homebound’. That seems 
awesome to me. I think we made people aware of all that  
is going on in our parish family and showed them they are 
welcome and encouraged to join in.” said Dan Dufault, 
OLOA parishioner. 
  The Fair attracted many new volunteers for the various 
ministries and each ministry coordinator is responsible for 
follow-up with each.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  Another parishioner, Angela Bonzani, summed it up,  
“I thought the Ministry Fair was extremely well done.        
All the displays were beautiful and the atmosphere was    
fun and welcoming. It just warmed my heart to be in       
that room.”  

PARISH NEWS:  St. Pius X, Klamath Falls 
            St. Pius X parish in Klamath Falls continued their 
tradition of celebrating the Feast of St. Nicholas. The 
children gathered in the High School Youth Room to 
hear the story of St. Nicholas. However, before coming 
to the room, they left their shoes outside their classroom    
door. While they were in hearing stories about St. 
Nicholas and about where the custom of children 
hanging stockings came from, a special visitor came    
and left treats in their shoes. 

 


