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You have not chosen me;   
I  have chosen you.   
Go and bear fruit that will last.                     
                                       John 15:16 
 
 
 

 

Please join Bishop Vasa for  

 A FAREWELL RECEPTION    

 

 February 27, 2011, at Powell Butte 

 Mass - 10:00 a.m.  

Reception - 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Light Refreshments will be served 

Appointment:    Effective January 
24, 2011, Bishop William S. Skylstad,   
retired Bishop of Spokane, has been 
appointed Apostolic Administrator 
of the  Diocese of Baker, until a new 
Bishop of Baker is named. 
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                              January 24, 2011 

 

My Dear Priests and People of the Diocese of Baker:  
 

 I was recently contacted by the Apostolic Nuncio, the Pope’s personal representative to the Catholic 

Church in the United States, and told that the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI had appointed me Co-Adjutor 

Bishop of the Diocese of Santa Rosa in California. While the call included a question from Archbishop Sambi 

about whether I was willing to accept this new assignment it is, in many ways, a rhetorical question because 

when the Holy Father makes a request of a Bishop, he can only say, “Yes”. 
 

 Thus, it happens that in the first week of March I will move from the Diocese of Baker to my new  

Diocese of Santa Rosa.  The title Co-Adjutor means that I will be the assistant to Bishop Daniel Walsh until  

his resignation is accepted at which time I would then become the sixth Bishop of Santa Rosa.  There is no 

ceremony of installation for a Co-Adjutor Bishop and there is likewise no ceremony in the future when the 

time comes for me to assume the duties as Ordinary in the Diocese. 
 

 My eleven years in the Diocese of Baker have been a grace and blessing for me and while I have ex-

perienced a number of challenges in the Diocese I can say that I have never regretted saying “Yes” the first 

time the Apostolic Nuncio contacted me.  I have found here faithful and faith filled men and women.  I have 

found a strength and a determination in the priests and people here which matches the often relentless hardness 

of the land.  I have found a land filled with beauty and I have delighted in my travels through it.  I have found 

here friends in the varied corners of the Diocese and by these my life has been greatly enriched.  I am also 

painfully aware that some have found me too difficult and I can assure you that I have often carried them with 

me to the chapel in prayer and at Mass.  I can only pray that no one has been given true cause to abandon 

Christ because of me.  I am sure that I have not been all that you hoped I could be for you and I ask that you 

pray that I do better in the future.  Please do not judge me too harshly. 
 

 The Diocese of Baker is a place filled with challenges and this has been the case from the beginning  

of the Dicoese.  The expansive territory makes personal communication very difficult.  Simply traveling to  

the Parishes of the Diocese on a quasi-regular basis is wearing.  Maintaining contact with and between the 

young Catholics of the Diocese, which is so very much needed, faces nearly insurmountable obstacles.  The 

small number of Catholics means a significant number of small rural parishes which face difficulties with 

which you are very much aware.  The distances and the small number of Catholics makes the establishment  

of faith supportive or faith enriching groups something desirable but difficult to sustain.  The lack of priestly 

vocations makes the establishment of a stable presbyterate, with a lifetime commitment to the Diocese, a great 

hope but not a reality.  Our Diocesan priests labor largely in isolation with nominal resources.  Our many mis-

sionary priests are a blessing but their presence demands an ongoing turnover because their true homes are 

elsewhere.  Nevertheless the Church persists and doggedly moves forward.  I hope you know that I have strug-

gled with you and for you over the years that I have been privileged to be with you. 
 

 The Opening Prayer at Mass on the day I received the call from the Nuncio was: “Father of love, hear 

our prayers.  Help us to know your will and to do it with courage and faith.”  A call from the Nuncio is about  

as clear an indication of the “will of God” that anyone will receive in this lifetime.  Now the new challenge is 

“to do it with courage and faith”.  I pray for the grace to make it so. 
 

 This is a letter I had hoped I would never have to write.  I have grown to love deeply my new home of 

the Diocese of Baker.  I have given of myself, with sacrifices which most will always be unaware, over these 

past eleven years and I have done so without any hint of regret.  I have been blessed by you.  I pray that you,  

in some way, have been likewise blessed by me.  Let us remember to pray for one another.  

 

       Prayerfully yours, +Robert F. Vasa, Bishop 
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             24 de enero de 2011 

 

 

Mí querido pueblo de la Diócesis de Baker:  

 

 Recientemente me contacto el Nuncio Apostólico, representante personal del Papa para la Iglesia Cató-

lica en los Estados Unidos, y dijo que el Santo Padre, el Papa Benedicto XVI me había nombrado coadjutor de 

la Diócesis de Santa Rosa, en California. El Arzobispo Sambi me pregunto si yo estaba dispuesto a aceptar esta 

nueva misión, en muchos sentidos, es una pregunta retórica, porque cuando el Santo Padre hace una petición a 

un obispo, Él sólo puede decir: "Sí". 

 

 Así sucederá en la primer semana de marzo me mudare de la Diócesis de Baker a mi nueva Diócesis    

de Santa Rosa. El título Coadjutor significa que voy a ser el asistente del obispo Daniel Walsh hasta que su  

dimisión sea aceptada en ese momento me convertiré en el sexto Obispo de Santa Rosa. No hay ceremonia de 

instalación de un Obispo Coadjutor, tampoco habrá instalación en el futuro, cuando llegue el momento para mí 

asumir las funciones de Ordinario de la Diócesis.  

 

 Mis once años en la Diócesis de Baker han sido una gracia y bendición para mí y aunque he experimen-

tado una serie de retos en la Diócesis puedo decir que nunca me he arrepentido de decir "Sí" la primera vez que 

el Nuncio Apostólico me contacto. He encontrado aquí  hombres y mujeres fieles y llenos de fe. He encontrado 

fuerza y determinación en la gente de aquí que a menudo coincide con la dureza implacable de este territorio. 

He encontrado una tierra llena de belleza y me he deleitado, en mis viajes a través de él. He encontrado aquí 

amigos en los diversos rincones de las diócesis y por ellos mi vida se ha enriquecido enormemente. También 

me doy cuenta dolorosamente que algunos me consideran muy rígido y les puedo asegurar que a menudo los 

tengo presentes en la oración y en la Misa. Rezo para que yo no haya sido la causa de que alguien abandonara  

a Cristo. Estoy seguro de que no he sido todo lo que ustedes esperaban que fuera y les pido que oren para que 

pueda ser mejor en el futuro. Por favor, no me juzguen con demasiada dureza.  

 

 La Diócesis de Baker está llena de desafíos y así ha sido desde el principio. El territorio extenso hace   

la comunicación personal muy difícil. El simple viajar a las parroquias de la Diócesis de forma casi regular es 

cansado. Mantener contacto con y entre los jóvenes católicos de la Diócesis, que es muy necesario, es un obstá-

culo casi insuperable. El pequeño número de católicos, significa un gran número de pequeñas parroquias rura-

les, con dificultades de lo cual estamos muy conscientes. Las distancias y el pequeño número de católicos 

hacen que el establecer apoyo a la fe o el florecimiento de la fe en grupos sea muy difícil. La falta de vocacio-

nes sacerdotales hace que el establecimiento de un presbiterio estable, con un compromiso de por vida para la 

diócesis, sea una gran esperanza, pero no una realidad. Nuestros sacerdotes Diocesanos trabajan aislados y con 

recursos nominales. Nuestros sacerdotes misioneros son una bendición, pero su presencia requiere de negocia-

ciones constantes ya que sus verdaderos hogares están en otra parte. Sin embargo, la Iglesia persiste y va hacia 

adelante. Espero que sepan que he luchado con y por ustedes en los años que he tenido el privilegio de estar 

con ustedes.  

 

 Esta es una carta que tenía la esperanza de no tener que escribir. He llegado a amar profundamente a  

mi nuevo hogar,  la Diócesis de Baker. En los últimos once años me he entregado con sacrificio aunque haya 

pasado desapercibido y lo he hecho sin arrepentimiento alguno. He sido bendecido por ustedes. Rezo para que 

usted, de alguna manera, hayan sido igualmente bendecidos por mí. Recordemos orar unos por otros.  

 

                                                                          Sinceramente Suyo en oración +Don Robert F. Vasa, Obispo 
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RETREAT CENTER NEWS:  Forty-six mothers attended 
the second Day for Mothers at the Diocesan Retreat Cen-
ter. "I came today with my cup half empty and left with 
it overflowing. Today really was a gift." "It was good to 
have time to reflect on ourselves, to share time with oth-
ers and Jesus." "It is so nice to talk to other Catholic 
moms about issues different than talking to mothers of 
different faiths." "To feel peace within me when in the 
chapel because I know God is beside me." 
 These were just some of the many comments 
shared on the evaluations from mothers who attended. 
At the request of those who were there, the Day for 
Mothers will continue to gather every other month. Dif-
ferent days of the week will be utilized to make this op-
portunity available to as many mothers as possible. Start 
out the first whole week of Lent right and join us for the 
next Day for Mothers: "How to be a Mother, Wife, & 
Daughter". Tuesday, March 15th, optional Mass 8:30 AM.  
Retreat 9 AM - 2 PM.  $15 - Lunch and Prayer Journal in-
cluded.  Call the Diocese at 541-388-4004 to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mothers sharing their stories and enjoying each other. 
 

PARISH NEWS:  St. Helen’s parish in Pilot Rock enjoyed a 
delicious Christmas Brunch on Sunday, December 19, 
2010. Following Sunday Mass approximately 70 parish-
ioners gathered in the parish hall for a body and soul 
warming meal. Everyone contributes to potluck style 
events by bringing breakfast casseroles, breads, and de-
serts.  As the weather was snowy and cold that morning, 
the hearty feast was especially welcome.  This event  
gives the people of the parish an opportunity to socialize 
and visit as well. The annual Christmas Brunch was 
started about 15 years ago and has become an event 
that is looked forward to every year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured L to R:  Helen Jobes, Patty Wyatt, Fred Wyatt, Sue 
Stefancik, Rudy Stefancik, Fr. Albert Lakra and Vera Clarke 

  

             WORLD MARRIAGE DAY 
  

Sponsored by WorldWide Marriage Encounter 
 

February 13, 2011 
 

World Marriage Day honors husband and wife as heads 
of the family, the basic unit of society. It salutes the 
beauty of their faithfulness, sacrifice and joy in daily mar-
ried life. The Sacrament of Matrimony is recognized in 
Catholic Churches throughout the world on this day. The 
idea of celebrating marriage began in Baton Rouge, La., 
in 1981. By 1982, 43 Governors officially proclaimed the 
day and celebrations spread to U.S. military bases in sev-
eral foreign countries. In 1983, the name was changed to 
"World Marriage Day", designated to be celebrated each  
year on the second Sunday in February. In 1993, his Holi-
ness, Pope John Paul II, imparted his Apostolic Blessings 
on World Marriage Day. WMD celebrations continue to 
grow and spread to more countries and faith expres-
sions every year. 
 The theme for WMD has been permanently adopted 
as "Love One Another". This phrase is the command-
ment given us by Jesus in John 14. It speaks to us in a 
simple but challenging way of how our Father wishes us 
to live. Loving one another is a daily decision - simple, 
but challenging. 
 Couples wishing to strengthen their marriage rela-
tionship are invited to register for the Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend, scheduled for April 15 – 17 at the Baker Dio-
cese Powell Butte Retreat Center. For information, con-
tact Mike & Milly Pungercar at 541-746-3469, or e-mail 
pungercar2@msn.com. 
 

2011 CATECHIST RETREAT:  Battery Getting Low? Start 
Lent off right by attending the 2011 Catechist Retreat 
March 11, at the Powell Butte Retreat Center. Are you 
experiencing frustration or feelings of failure? A sense of 
being overwhelmed? Loss of Motivation? Distance from 
God?  If you suffer from one of these in your line of work 
as a Catechist/Religious Education Teacher, maybe your 
battery is getting low! Recharge yourself by spending a 
weekend with Christ! Renew your enthusiasm and love 
for your faith, plus join in motivating others to do the 
same! This retreat is for all those involved in Church Min-
istry:  DRE, YM and Catechists. The cost is $99 which in-
cludes registration and lodging for double occupancy.  
Ask your DRE for the registration forms or go to the   
Diocesan website at ww.dioceseofbaker.org You can 
find the form under the Religious Education tab. 
 

PARISH NEWS:  Sacred Heart Catholic Church is seeking a 
qualified Youth Minister to be a collaborative team mem-
ber of their Pastoral Staff.  Requirements:  Practicing 
Catholic, Bilingual, either a Bachelor’s Degree in a related 
field or equivalent experience.  Please send resumes to:  
Rev. Fr. Rogation Urassa, Pastor, 815 High Street, 
Klamath Falls, OR  97601 or email  rsafari@charternet   


